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16 November 2008

THIS IS A SPECIAL INVITATION TO YOU

December 10 marks the 60th Anniversary of the establishment of the UN and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We are organizing a workshop on –

UN AND UN DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS – 60 YRS.

FAILURES AND RESTRUCTURING – NEED FOR MEDIA ACTIVISM

There can be no two words that failure to understand the HR Declaration in the clear perspective has led to the failure over the years. The declaration hinges on the preamble that

“if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected  by the rule of law.” 
The ill-conceived Bush doctrine of “war on terror” has, as correctly pointed out by senior British diplomat, David Gladstone given “legitimacy to criminal groups whose strategy is to terrorize civilians.”

The long list of failures includes Kurds (in Turkey), Basques (in Spain), Dafur (in Sudan), Congo, Myanmar, Rwanda, Brundi, Eelam (in Sri Lanka)and West Papua (in Indonesia) among others. There are a number of cases in the African Continent. Most of these festered due to accepting post-colonization arbitrary revenue-oriented territorial boundaries as sacrosanct without restoring territorial status ante as at imperial subjugation.

These revolts turned wars has had a huge toll of human lives and human suffering where the UN Human Rights Charter was just trampled with impunity - destroyed without remorse.

Ministers, MPs, academics and Human rights activists and organizations are earnestly invited to partake in the workshop and make their submissions in ten minutes. Please hand over at the workshop the text of your speech in a CD with your name written so that the proceedings

can be published as a book with the title “UN and UN Human Rights – New Zealand Declaration 2008 “ True we are a small country. But we do not lack in expertise. We believe you will give due thought to the seriousness of the purpose and make your valuable contribution. 

Each affected group like Dafur, West Papua Myanmar, and Kurds etc. will be given a table and 2 chairs to exhibit any photographs and/or publications. A representative of these groups can also speak.     

Date: 13 December 2008 Saturday.

Time: 4.00 PM to 8.00 PM

Venue: Fickling Centre(Hillsborough Room – Main Hall)

       Three Kings, Mt. Roskill

We look forward to participation of media personnel because Media is the fourth engine of democracy and their activism is vital for the maintenance of a healthy democracy in a world plagued by hatred and conflict.  

You are advised to let me know before 29 November 2008 to this e-mail if you are participating so that a working paper and an important document could be posted to your post mail address

A.Theva Rajan

Secretary - e mail: rajatheva@xtra.co.nz
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“All beings are born equal” – Thirukkural

“Let every being live happily” – Saivaism


