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The demise of a leader of the Tamil national struggle 
 
It is with profound sadness that we record the death of Anton Stanislaus Balasingham, the 
political advisor and chief negotiator of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
who passed away in London this afternoon. He suffered from diabetes for many years and 
was recently diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease and terminal cancer. 
 
Balasingham, affectionately called by many as “Bala”, was a skilful negotiator and a close 
friend and confidante of the leader of the LTTE V Pirabaharan. Born in 1938, he worked 
as a journalist for a Colombo newspaper and as a translator at the British High 
Commission in Colombo. When he moved to Britain, he became immersed in lobby and 
campaign about the plight of the Sri Lankan Tamil people. 
 
Balasingham devoted the major part of his life to the Tamil liberation struggle. He 
participated as the head of the LTTE delegation in all the peace negotiations with the Sri 
Lankan government, beginning with the Thimpu Talks in 1985. His final participation was 
in the first round of the Geneva talks held in February 2006. His knowledge, experience 
and the confidence he enjoyed with the leader of the LTTE contributed to the course of the 
peace talks. His demise is a huge loss to the LTTE. 
 
The TIC maintained links with Balasingham and benefited from Balasingham’s experience 
and advice, particularly during the late 1980s, when the TIC’s office and his residence 
were in the same area in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. In difficult and demoralizing 
circumstances, his humour kept those around him going. 
 
The death of  Balasingham is a loss of another leader in the Tamil national struggle and 
who contributed to the peace process. 
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